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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to decipher Japanese “education through the 
environment” via a comparison with the Reggio Emilia Approach. In Japan, the goal of Early 
Childhood Education and Care (ECEC) is to educate young children through their environment. 
The Reggio Emilia Approach considers the environment to be a “third educator”. We compared 
the Japanese concept of “education through the environment” with the Reggio Emilia Approach 
because of their similarities in their approaches to ECEC. In this study, we utilized Japanese 
literature to conduct the comparison. Through the literature review, we discussed the 
following points: 1) what is “environment” as defined in the Japanese ECEC and the Reggio 
Emilia Approach? 2) Who has the role of creating and changing the environment? 3) How is 
the environment structured? After considering these points, we questioned and re-examined 
“education through the environment”.
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米国のニューズウィーク誌の記事「THE 10 BEST 
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れており，“Environment as the third educator”と
呼ばれる（Gandini, 1998, Eraser, et. al, 2002）。この
英語表現が「空間は第三の教育者」と翻訳されるこ
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